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HANDLINGD

THE EMMAUS MODEL

BY SARAH THOMAS

Handling disagreements- The Emmaus model

One of my favourite passages in the Bible is in
Luke 24:13-35 where the story of two disciples
Cleopas and possibly his wife returning from
Jerusalem to Emmaus. The distance between
these places is roughly 11 to 12 kms as per Bible
scholars. They were grieving and sad and Jesus
walked with them on their journey. This can be
applied to any situation especially for married
couples on their difficult days.

Every marriage comes with certain challenges,
but we must acknowledge that there are couples
who go through unbearable pain and angst.
Regardless of any situation, this story shows
how their sadness and confusion was
transformed as they walked with Jesus.Bringing
Jesus to our problems and homes is the only
solution to all our confusions and hopelessness.
Fear of the future, fear of the known and
unknown all disables us from making faith-
based decisions. These disciples were slow in
their thinking. Pain and grief cam numb our
responses.

Bringing Jesus to our
problems and homes
is the only solution to
all our confusions and

hopelessness.
AUSTRALIA

Py

SILENCE

Silence is always a good solution to many heated
arguments. Silence should not be done as a punishment,
but it should be done in a humble and calm attitude
giving time for God to work. As spouses we should
acknowledge that not everyone can practice silence
effectively some people have such pressure of speech
that it is best to let them talk and express their feelings.
Love covers all offenses and forgiveness, and patience is
the best way to handle disagreements.

PRAYING TOGETHER

Praying together is always powerful but both parties
should agree before prayer (I have heard of situations
where family prayers can be a trigger to more
disagreements).

MINISTERING TO OTHERS

Ministering to other is also helpful when you are hurting.
God will use you help others just as Job prayed for his
friends. The other remarkable lesson from this story is
after they got the revelation of Jesus, they reached
Jerusalem “at once”. The lonely and long weary distance
seems to be less when their hearts is full of joy. If your
years were destroyed by the bugs mentioned in Joel 2
God is going to give you fruitful years and your next
innings with Jesus will be light and joyful! 15



INTENTIONAL PARENTING OF " !
RAISING DANIELS!

DR. NISSI ZACHARIA

We, as parents, have no clue what
lies in store for us or our kids at
the very next moment or
tomorrow. What we have is ‘now’
and 'today', and there lies the
significance of parenting with a
big picture in mind and making
the most of each moment.

What does it take to raise children
who can thrive in a toxic culture?

What Daniel’s parents would have
done to equip him to stand firm in
his principles irrespective of
challenging circumstances?

His life could be easily compared
with a current-generation kid.

At the age of 13-14, he had all
reasons to build hostility and rage.
He was ripped from all he held dear
by an evil empire. He must have had
his family killed, his home
destroyed, friends lost and his
dreams shattered. A new place
strange and harsh!

Relatable with what a current generation
kid faces in broken families when they
are being crushed and torn apart? It may
not be as drastic as what Daniel faced,
then where are our kids failing?
Shouldn’t they have a better success rate
of maintaining their values and
principles?

Rapid changes in our culture and religious
freedom are causing a huge number of
young adults to reject the faith of their
families, and the scary and callous
violations of parental rights is a wake-up
call to be intentional with today for we
don’t know what tomorrow brings in.

If we are successful in making them
pursue Creator than creations, we can
relax. For, if they are captivated by the love
of God and are strongly established in His
word, then nothing can shake them.

A single piece of scripture and the
knowledge about God is strong
enough to withstand all the
philosophies, temptations, and
cultures of the world.

Are we equipping them with such
knowledge and discernment?

Let us start doing it intentionally right
away.
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Divine wisdom is more

FE valuable than rubies because it
L is precious. Nothing can be

' ‘ | compared to the person who

¥4 applies divine wisdom in his

e ' Sr.SALOME SAM life.

Divine wisdom is the spirit
of God that grants divine
capacity to understand and
reason beyond the realm of
men. Divine wisdom
enhances decision making,
transforms relationships,

Divine wisdom is Bible based ,
Christ c entered and Spirit led. Rewards of divine
Itis the right application of wisdom in our day to
knowledge gained through day life.

God s word by the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit which puts
you above and ahead of
everything. Divine wisdom

1. It grants many honours.
2. It gives understanding
and keeps one from

promotes personal
development and inspires
societal transformation.

Divine wisdom is more valuable
than rubies because it is
precious. Nothing can be
compared to the person who
applies divine wisdom in his life.
In Expdus 35: 30 ~ 35, we see two
men chosen by God, Bezalel and
Oholiab who were filled with
divine wisdom with skill, with
intelligence , with all knowledge
and with all craftsmanship. God
filled them with skill to do every
sort of work, done by an
engraver or by a designer or by
an embroidereroe by a weaver by
any sort of workman or skilled
designer

helps to work smarter and
harder.

Four Biblical
instructions to get divine
wisdom.

1. Fear God. Solomon
says that the fear of the
Lord is the beginning of
wisdom.

( Proverbs 1:7,9:10)

2. Desire for divine
wisdom.

3. Pray to God to grant
divine wisdom.

4. Read and meditate the
Word of God.

immortality.

3. It guides us in right
paths.

4. It gives us renewed
health and vitality.

5. It gives long life, riches,
honour, pleasure and
peace.

6. It brings prosperity.
7. It brings security.

8. It brings the favour of
God in our lives.

So draw nearer to God.
Pray to fill with His
divine wisdom to lead a
victorious and fruitful
Christian life in this sin
stained generation.
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SEVEN PILLERE OF DIVINE
WISDOM

A) FEAR OF THE LORD
B) INSTRUCTION
C) KNOWLEDGE

i D) UNDERSTANDING

E) DISCRETION
F) COUNSEL
G) RREPROOF

ey

IF NOT LED BY THE HEART, BE
DAMNED BY THE FART.
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